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ASSEMBLY / AU/DECL.

ABUJA DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT OF AGRIBUSINESS
AND AGRO-INDUSTRIESIN AFRICA

WE the African Heads of State and Government of tHeican Union
assembled in Abuja, Nigeria, on this day't® March 2010

EXPRESSING our appreciation to His Excellency, Goodluck Jomaththe
Acting President of the Federal Republic of Nigetiee Government and People
of Nigeria, for hosting this Summit which has o#drus an opportunity to
renew our commitment to promote sustainable econgnawth and integration
of our countries into regional and global marketsaaneans of fostering income
growth and social development as well as combafiogerty and food
insecurity in Africa;

RECALLING the theme of the Thirteenth AU Summit and Africeilective
responsibility and commitment to advance its admeca through the AU-
NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture DeveloprherProgramme
(CAADP), which is the framework for institutionahd policy reforms, capacity
development and increased investments requiredefdranced agricultural
performance that is necessary for the achievemiefdoa security and social
economic development;

ALSO RECALLING the commitment made at the Abuja Summit on Food
Security in Africa of December 2006 to increasearifrican trade of strategic
commodities through the implementation of tradargements adopted in the
Regional Economic Communities (RECs), harmonizatbrstandards within
and across RECs, the development of market infaomagystems, and the
building of trade related infrastructure;

TAKING NOTE of AU Summit Decision on the Plan of Action foreth
Accelerated Industrial Development of Africa;

UNDERSCORING the importance of funding mechanisms to increasditw
of resources into agriculture;

AWARE that agriculture remains an important source doflihood and a key
sector in African economies, accounting for a hggrcentage of the GDP,
employment, and export earnings;



RECOGNISING the central role played by women in agriculture inchgli
food production, harvesting, processing and storage the challengethey
face, as well as the lost opportunity to supponne&n entrepreneurships in order
to involve them in agro-industry development.

OBSERVING the importance to involve the most vulnerable sestiof society

the physically challenged and youths, and to enthaktheir special needs to
participate in economic activities are embraced ampported in agricultural
development strategies and investment programmes

TAKING NOTE of the efforts and progress being made by manycair
countries to promote agricultural growth and reddoed and nutrition
insecurity;

AWARE of the significant contributions that value additido agricultural
commodities can make to employment generation, réxgernings and socio-
economic development;

CONCERNED that Africa is yet to make much progress towamdidirag value
to primary agricultural commodities and exploitinge opportunities for
processed agro-food products in local, regionaliatetnational markets;

RECOGNISING the backward and forward linkage potentials andtiplidr
effects of agribusiness and agro-industries;

ALSO RECOGNISING that through the development of agribusiness and
agro-industries, access to markets, finance anbniesl assistance can be
facilitated for smallholder farmers and opportwestifor food self sufficiency,
food security, employment and income generationbesacreated for them;

AWARE that the development of agribusiness and agro-tndascan serve as
a major instrument for the expansion and diveraiion of Africa’s economy
and trade, and for the attainment of food secuhtpugh reduction of post-
harvest losses, improvement of food quality aneétgaextension of the shelf-
life of food, and greater efficiency along thedochain from production to
consumption;

MINDFUL of the fact that in Africa agriculture has not besifficiently linked
to agribusiness and agro-industries, and conseguiatt the benefits of such
linkages are yet to be realized,;



RECALLING the AU Summit Sirte Declaration of July 2009 tkplicitly
acknowledged the need for proactive measures aedvéntions to increase
investments in agriculture for the enhancementefdontribution of the sector
to attainment of Africa’s accelerated economic glgw

NOTING that High Level Conference for the Development gfiBusiness and
Agro-industries in Africa (HLCD-3A) is a follow-upction to the Global Agro-
industries Forum (GAIF) which was organised in NBelhi, India in April
2008, and at which Representatives of 44 Africanntdes called on the
participating UN agencies to organize a regionalrothat would deliberate on
concrete actions for promoting agribusiness ana-agiustries development
throughout Africa;

TAKING NOTE of the consultations and discussions that were cdaaduand
the expert inputs made in the course of the préparaof the African
Agribusiness and Agro-industries Development Itiit&a (3ADI);

RECOGNIZING that the actions identified in the proposed progre
framework of the 3ADI are consistent with the mitves recommended bythe
African Agriculture Ministers’ Conference held inddis Ababa in April 2009,
and coherent with the commitments made in the Athi8ii Sirte Declaration
of July 2009;

NOTING that the 3ADI has been designed to be in alignraadtharmony with
the overall strategy proposed for the implementatibCAADP, particularly its
Pillar 1l which is directly related to the policganda and programme initiatives
for accelerating agribusiness and agro-industniésrica,

NOTING FURTHER the necessity for strong commitment from African
governments and partner organizations towards ékeldpment of programmes
that foster agribusiness and agro-industries incAfincluding the design and
operationalization of financial modalities to suppo programme
implementation;

CONFIDENT that the programme priorities and financial madedi proposed
in the 3ADI will, if implemented, spur the developnt of competitive,
sustainable and inclusive agro-industries and agniesses in Africa and
enhance economic growth and food security;

HEREBY:

ENDORSE the African Agribusiness and Agro-industries Deypshent
Initiative (3ADI),



UNDERTAKE TO:

1.

Enhance policy formulation and implementation haugsms, and
provide public goods that, consistent with the 3A@inciples and

strategic vision, can enhance capacity, profitgbéind competitiveness
of agribusiness and agro-industries and ensuretlieatdevelopment of
agribusiness and agro-industries contributes tollsalder livelihoods,

food security and nutrition, job creation and poyeitleviation;

Promote the establishment of appropriate finanonoeglalities to support
the implementation of 3ADI, taking into account thpecial needs of
women farmers and entrepreneurs;

Enhance strategy development, planning and pohgylementation by
strengthening the capacity and linkages among @ulagencies
responsible for agriculture, agribusiness and aglastries;

Fast track the implementation of regional tradeeagrents and take
additional measures as necessary to remove batderdgra and inter-
regional trade;

Promote the building and harmonization of standaslsa quality tool in the
production, processing, storage and marketing md-ggoducts

URGE Member States to:

1.

Recommit to the Maputo Declaration of allocating least ten (10)
percent of their annual national budgets to the&atjure sector by 2015.

Establish the requisite legal, regulatory and fagstinal framework to
support agribusiness and agro-industry development;

Promote and support the African Regional Standafdganization
(ARSO) in the harmonization of industrial standardgades and
metrology for the promotion of regional and interoaal trade.

Take measures to foster commercial bank financongafl segments of
the agribusiness value chain and ensure that dmineufinancing
initiatives are enhanced through African institnscand made accessible
to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMES).

Put in place programmes to accelerate the developrof the value
chains for strategic food commodities, build cornipet food supply
systems and reduce reliance on food imports;

Reinforce capacities to build skills and technatsgithat improve
efficiency and productivity along the post-prodoativalue chains as a
complement to the support being provided to in@epoductivity in
primary production;



7. Develop and build capacity relating to food staddahat are responsive
to domestic needs and, as necessary, comply witBrnational
requirements and standards;

8. Urge donors and partners to support the financifigagricultural
programs for emerging medium-income countries.

URGE the RECs and Regional financial institutions:
To facilitate the implementation of 3 ADI

REQUEST the collaborating agencies (AUC, AfDB, and ECAgdther with
their UN partners (UNIDO, FAO, IFAD)

To work with AU Member States on implementthg actions contained in
this declaration and report on progress to ther@rgi Session of the Assembly
annually.



